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30 MARCH 1855 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to summons. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

And All the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

Lieut Col Bruce, Commandant, Richard McBride Broun Esq Collector of Internal Revenue and Colonial 

Treasurer, and John Wall Hardey Esq, were introduced and took the customary oaths as Members of the 

Legislative Council. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR read the following address:— 

 Honorable Gentlemen 

It has again unexpectedly become my duty to convene this Council from the belief that were I longer to 

abstain from doing in the hope of my successor’s arrival, I might by possibility be hazarding the Public 

interests, looking at the various vicissitudes and consequent uncertainty that must at all times attend the 

completion of a long sea voyage. 

 My successor may arrive within a fortnight; perhaps not in three months, to await the latter period 

before convening this assembly looking at the importance to the commercial and working classes of the 

Ordinances that it will be my duty to submit for your deliberations, would be in my opinion an act little 

short of neglecting the important trust which my Sovereign has confided to my keeping until the 

swearing in of my successor. 

 Were I however to consult my own private feeling and inclinations, they would naturally suggest 

bearing the duty I am not discharging to another, and I have little doubt a more gifted individual; at the 

same time there are circumstances to which it will be my melancholy task to allude, however feebly, 

that may I think fall more appropriately within the scope of my observations than from the lips of a 

perfect stranger. 

 The melancholy event, Gentlemen, to which I allude is the duty of announcing to you since we last met, 

the Almighty Ruler of Events has summoned to that Tribunal before whom all must appear, our amiable 

and much esteemed Colonial Chaplain the Rev J.B. Wittenoom an officer of this Council who for 

nearly a quarter of a century has periodically on bended knees invoked that the blessings of Almighty 
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God should guide your deliberations for the honor, happiness and prosperity of the people of this 

province. 

 I need scarcely remind you that the amiable pastor whose loss we deplore was the pioneer of 

Christianity to this then benighted land, and might with truth be said to be cause to make easy the way 

to the Christian Churches which now under the blessings of Divine Providence dispense the glad tidings 

of gospel truth throughout the length and breadth of the Land. 

 To speak of Mr Wittenoom’s many virtues, unostentatious piety, his benevolence of disposition, his 

kindness of heart would to such old friends as I am addressing who have known him so much longer 

than I have be indeed but a waste of time, but this I may be permitted to say our loss is no ordinary one 

and the Community at large without distinction of Creed or color are alike sensible of having lost a kind 

and amiable benefactor and a warm friend. 

 Here I wish I could close this tale of woe, but I am not permitted to do so, for that same Providence has 

also thought proper for his own wise purposes, another, and one of the oldest members of this Council 

Mr Sutherland late Treasurer and Collector of Internal Revenue. 

 It was not always my lot to think alike with this departed gentleman on public matters, yet I have 

always thought him an individual more than ordinarily gifted, as possessing the clearest understanding, 

the most unflinching principles, and the strictest integrity.  My great regret has ever been that he had for 

some time been precluded from taking that active part in the deliberations of Government he was so 

well fitted to sustain had Providence been pleased to have given him that greatest of blessings—health.  

In all the various relations of private life whether as a husband, parent or friend, this gentleman as well 

as the valued and reasoned friend who went before him was alike distinguished yet I lament to say from 

causes beyond their control both have left widows and helpless families behind them to deplore their 

loss and with means for the battle of this life of the most slender kind.  It will therefore be my duty at 

the proper time when the Estimates are submitted to make you a proposition on behalf of the widows 

and children of both these gentlemen, that I look forward with no small confidence will receive your 

unanimous support, and thus as I hope while evincing our respect for the memory of the departed afford 

some relief from immediate difficulties to the widow and the fatherless. 

 In offering a short retrospect of our progress during the last year I regret to inform you that our fiscal 

resources have fallen considerably short of your Estimate in that behalf; this falling off I attribute to 

these causes, the first is the very short harvest of the previous year throughout the Colony, causing our 

expenditure of some £20,000 for imported bread stuffs.  Secondly, the provisions of the new Tariff not 

having come fairly into working operation before the commencement of the present year in 

consequence of the large amount of goods taken out of bond in the early part of last year under the old 

scale of duties, but now that the new Tariff may fairly be said to be in full operation, I trust that while it 

will be found to afford considerable relief to all classes, its increased duties on articles that may justly 

be said to come within the catalogue of luxuries, will give such a return to our Revenue as to render 

unnecessary I hope for the present year at least the adoption of any change of a less liberal character.  It 

will be obvious to you that this unexpected falling off in the Revenue must necessarily have caused 

considerable disarrangement in carrying out the various measures you contingently provided for, and 

the consequent necessity of discontinuing many works and buildings otherwise so necessary, 
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occasioning from causes beyond the control of Government as will I trust be made obvious to you at the 

proper time large overdrafts as well as underdrafts for the last year. 

 At the present moment (notwithstanding the passing difficulty alluded to) we have every reason to be 

most grateful to Divine Providence for the blessings he has vouchsafed in a most bountiful harvest, the 

general prosperity of all classes, and the obedience and support to law and order by the Community in 

general, which notwithstanding being a Penal Colony are not exceeded in other portion of the British 

dominions. 

 In short, gentlemen, you will no doubt concur with me in thinking that if our progress is not as rapid 

and brilliant as in other Colonies it is not less [illegible] and stable as is shown by many unmistakable 

evidences but more especially in the general disposition of the community to invest their capital in land, 

which has been done to an extent last year unprecedented in the annals of this Colony.  In further 

support of this view I would draw your attention to a compilation of statistics now submitted in a new 

form with the Blue Book, and given as the careful result of the late census taken with more than usual 

accuracy throughout the Colony.  In this compilation is a comparison with the state and condition of the 

Colony when the last general Census was taken in 1848 from which it will be seen that within that time 

our population has increased four fold.  I think, notwithstanding the greatly increased consumption has, 

with the exception of sheep, nearly doubled contrary to all expectation.  The Imports and shipping 

inwards [illegible] are nearly three fold.  Exports have increased one fourth and the land under 

cultivation has nearly doubled. 

 In conclusion, it affords me great pleasure among the last acts of my administration to bring before you 

a report plan and Estimate by the Compt General assisted by Captain Wray shewing the feasibility of 

making a navigable channel from the Sea to Rocky Bay and the construction of Breakwater off Arthur’s 

Head.  The advantage of such work is too obvious to require any remark. 

 The proposition respecting the Breakwater embraces the formation of a secure harbor off Arthur’s 

Head, having an area of 38 acres perfectly secure from all storms, and of 13 acres covered even from all 

Sea breezes, with from 15 to 20 feet depth of water; the length of this Breakwater will be 880 yards and 

the cost of the material and plant to be supplied by the Colony is estimated at £15,000. 

 It is proposed to commence first with the improvement of the Channel of the River if this Council so 

determine, as involving the last amount of expenditure, which will not probably exceed £1,000 next 

year for the amount of work that can be done. 

 There is a further proposition for supplying water to the Shipping at the end of the jetty in South Bay 

Fremantle, which I beg also to submit for your approval.  This contemplates the formation of a Tank on 

the summit of the Hill above the Convict Establishment to be filled by prison labor, the water being 

conveyed by iron pipes to the sea.  The estimated cost of the latter work is £700. 

 These plans reflect much credit on both the Comptroller General and Captain Wray, officers whom I 

have always found ready to lend their services and abilities to any measure having the good of the 

Colony for its object, for which I avail myself of this opportunity to tender them my best thanks, in 

which I am sure you will cordially join. 

 I beg also to lay on the Table the Blue Book and the Report of the Board of Education for the year 

1854. 
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NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Notice of motions 

 Mr CLIFTON gave notice that he will at next meeting of Council move His Excellency for provision to 

bring a bill for repealing so much of the existing laws relating to the sale of spiritous liquor as 

prohibits Distillation. 

 Also to move that it is inexpedient if not illegal that the Local Government should exact a duty at £1 per 

ton on salt found deposited on the floors of Lakes and estuaries in this Colony. 

 Mr SAMSON gave notice that at next meeting of Council he will move that at next meeting of Council 

he will move [sic] that His Excellency will order to be placed on the table all correspondence 

with the Secretary of State for the Colony and others connected with the establishment of 

branch of a bank in London in this Colony. 

2. The following Bills were read a first time:— 

 A Bill to regulate the form to be observed by Conditional pardon men prior to their leaving the 

Colony. 

 A Bill to amend the 4 & 6 Vict. No 8 Clause 34. 

 A Bill to provide for the encouragement, safe custody and increase of small savings belonging 

to the industrious classes in Western Australia. 

 A Bill to amend the 16th Vict No. 4 commonly called the “Branding Act”. 

 A Bill to abolish grand juries and to substitute other provisions in lieu thereof. 

 A Bill to extend the power of arrest or mesne process in Civil actions, for extending the 

remedies of Creditors against Debtors, and for amending the Laws relative to Insolvent 

Debtors not in custody. 

 A Bill for the more speedy trial and punishment of offences in cases of larceny under £5. 

 A Bill to amend the law relative to the registration of Deeds, Wills, judgments and 

Conveyances affecting Real property. 

 A Bill for the better regulation of practitioners in the Civil Court. 

 A Bill for the abolition of unnecessary oaths and to substitute declarations in lieu thereof. 

 A Bill for the adoption of two Acts of the Imperial Parliament, for the amendment of the Laws 

with respect to Wills, and relating to the Law of Evidence respectively. 

 A Bill for the further regulation of Public Houses and the better observance of the Lord’s Day. 

 A Bill to remove doubts as to the service or execution of Common Law process on the Sea 

within the Harbors of Western Australia. 

 A Bill to consolidate and amend the Laws for the regulation of Shipping and of Pilotage and 

other Dues in the Harbors of Western Australia. 

The Council adjourn till Tuesday the 10th April. 

Adjourned 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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10 APRIL 1855 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Notice of Motion 

 Mr SAMSON moved that His Excellency order to be placed on the table all correspondence with the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies and others connected with the establishment of a Branch of 

a Bank in London in this Colony. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY laid on the table the correspondence and his Despatch No. 98 dated 4 September 

1854 in reply to the Secretary of State’s Circular Despatch dated 28 March 1854 as to how far 

the establishment of a Chartered Bank in Western Australia would be beneficial. 

 The Despatch was read at Mr Samson’s request. 

3. Mr CLIFTON on promise from the Colonial Secretary that the question would be considered by the 

Executive withdrew his motion relative to a duty of £1 per ton on Salt found in this Colony. 

4. Mr CLIFTON also withdrew his motion relative to distillation, and gave notice that he would on the 

17th Inst move for leave to bring in a Bill to repeal 4th Vict No 7 rendering illegal the 

distillation of ardent spirits in this Colony after the 18 March 1841. 

5. Also that on the day the Estimates may be moved to be taken into consideration after the Hon the 

Colonial Secretary has made his Financial Statement, he will move that the Estimates and the 

data on which they have been formed be referred to a Select Committee of this Council to 

consider the same, etc. 

6. HIS EXCELLENCY laid on the Table a Petition signed by Members of the Mechanics Institute praying 

on behalf of that Society, that an Ordinance of the Legislative Council may be passed, enabling 
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the Trustees of the said Society in whom the Lands and premises of the said Society are vested 

to mortgage the same. 

7. Petition read and received. 

8. A Bill was read to enable the Members of a certain Society in Perth in the Colony of Western Australia 

called the Swan River Mechanics Institute to raise the sum of £600 on their Hall and premises 

in Perth aforesaid and for other purposes therein mentioned. 

9. HIS EXCELLENCY also laid on the Table a Petition of certain Members of a Society called the Total 

Abstinence Society in the Town of Perth in the said Colony on behalf of themselves and the 

other Members of the said Society praying that an Ordinance of the Legislative Council may 

be passed enabling the Trustees of the said Society in whom the said Land and premises may 

be vested to mortgage the same. 

10. Petition was read and received. 

11. And Bill read to enable the Members of a certain Society at Perth in the Colony of Western Australia 

called the “Total Abstinence Society” to raise the sum of £300 on their land and premises 

situate in the Colony of Western Australia and for other purposes therein contained. 

12. HIS EXCELLENCY further laid on the Table a petition from Members of a Religious denomination 

called the “Congregational Church” shewing that Petitioners find it expedient to have power to 

sell, exchange and mortgage their said lands and premises for the purpose of promoting the 

objects of the said Religious Denomination, and praying that an Ordinance of the Legislative 

Council may be passed for the furtherance of the above mentioned views. 

13. Petition received and read, and 

14. Bill read to enable certain denominations of Christians called the Congregational Church in the Colony 

of Western Australia to hold lands and to raise a sum or sums of money on the security of such 

lands, and for other purposes therein mentioned. 

15. Order of the Day 

 The second reading of a Bill to regulate the forms to be observed by Pardoned Convicts prior to their 

leaving the Colony. 

 The Council went into Committee on the Bill. 

 Proposed by Mr MACKIE 

 Seconded by the Colonial Secretary 

 That the following be added as the third Section 

 That the Sections A, B and F of the “Shortening Ordinance 1853” shall be and the same are 

hereby incorporated with this Ordinance.   Carried 

 The Bill was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 12th Inst. 

16. The second reading of a Bill to amend the Public House Licensing Ordinance 4 & 5 Vict No 8. 

 The Council went into Committee on the Bill. 

 Mr MACKIE proposed 

 Seconded by the Advocate General 

 That the following be inserted as the Preamble. 
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 “Whereas it is expedient further to regulate appeals to Quarter Sessions under the 4 & 5 Vict 

No 8 be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governor of Western Australia and its 

Dependencies by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council of the same, that 

the 24th clause of the said Ordinance shall be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

 The Bill was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 12th Inst. 

17. The second reading of a Bill to provide for the encouragement, safe custody, and increase of small 

savings belonging to the Industrial Classes in Western Australia. 

 The Council went into Committee on the Bill. 

 Consideration of the Bill adjourned in Committee. 

The Council adjourn till 12 o’clock tomorrow. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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11 APRIL 1855 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

And all the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Mr SAMSON gave notice that he would on the 13th Inst move that H.E. the Governor will order to be 

placed on the Table all Despatches received from the Secretary of State relative to Immigrants 

arrived in this Colony per “Victory”. 

2. Order of the Day 

 In Committee on the second reading of a Bill to provide for the encouragement, safe custody, and 

increase of small savings belonging to the Industrious Classes in Western Australia. 

 Proposed by Mr HARDEY 

 Seconded by Mr Clifton 

 That in Clause 5 the Interest on deposit should be fixed at £5 prct instead of £2½ prct. 

    Noes…………………………………….4 

    Ayes…………………………………….5 
  Noes    Ayes 

 The Honble Surveyor General  The Honble Commandant 

 The Honble Advocate General  The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble Collector of Revenue  Mr Samson Esq 

 Mr Mackie Esq   Mr Hardey Esq 

     Mr Clifton Esq 
Carried by a Majority of One. 

 Proposed by Mr HARDEY 

 Seconded by Mr Clifton 

 That the payments should be made quarterly instead of Half Yearly. 

    Noes…………………………………….3 

    Ayes…………………………………….6 
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  Noes    Ayes 

 The Honble Surveyor General  The Honble Commandant 

 The Honble Collector of Revenue  The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 Mr Mackie Esq   The Honble Advocate General 

     Mr Hardey Esq 

     Mr Clifton Esq 

     Mr Samson Esq 
Carried by a majority of 3. 

 The Bill was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 12th Instant. 

3. The second reading of a Bill to amend the 16 Vict No 4 commonly called the Branding Ordinance. 

 The Council went into Committee on the Bill. 

 Proposed by Mr MACKIE 

 Seconded by the Surveyor General 

 That the following be substituted as Clause 1 for the present Clauses 1 and 2. 

“Whereas by the Ordinance 16 Vict No 4 justices of the peace are empowered to grant written 

authority to such persons as they may think proper to collect and impound unbranded cattle 

and horses, and for that purpose to enter upon the lands of other persons, and it is expedient to 

modify the power so given to the said justices, and to restrict and regulate the manner of 

exercising any such authority by them conferred; Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the 

Governor of Western Australia and its Dependencies, by and with the advice and consent of 

the Legislative Council thereof, that the 4th Section of the said recited Ordinance shall be read 

and treated as if the same originally contained in continuation thereof, the words following that 

is to say, Provided further that no justices of the peace shall take into consideration any 

application for any such authority as aforesaid.” 

          Carried 

 Proposed by Mr MACKIE 
 Seconded by the Commandant 
 That the following stand as Clause 3. 

“That it shall be lawful for the justices issuing any written authority under the said Ordinance 

to include therein express permission to search for any stray beast or beasts the private 

property of the person or persons receiving such authority.” 

          Carried 

 Proposed by Mr MACKIE 
 Seconded by the Collector of Revenue 
 That the following stand as Clause 4 

 “That the 5th Section of the said recited Ordinance shall be and the same is hereby repealed”

       Carried 

 Proposed by Mr MACKIE 

 Seconded by the Advocate General 

 That the following stand as Clause 8. 

“That in the construction of this Ordinance the word “Beasts” shall be deemed and taken to 

bear the same meaning as is ascribed thereto by the said recited Ordinance 

        Carried 
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 The Bill was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 13th Inst. 

The Council adjourn till 12 tomorrow. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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12 APRIL 1855 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

and All the Members except Mr Samson 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Orders of the Day 

 The third reading of the following Ordinances. 

No. 1 An Ordinance to regulate the forms to be observed by pardoned Convicts prior to their leaving 

the Colony. 

No. 2 An Ordinance to amend the Public House Licensing Ordinance 4th & 5th Vict No 8. 

No. 3 An Ordinance to provide for the encouragement, safe custody and increase of Small savings in 

Western Australia. 

 The Ordinances were read a third time and passed. 

2. The second reading of a Bill to abolish Grand juries and to substitute other provisions in lieu thereof. 

 Proposed by Mr CLIFTON 

 Seconded by the Commandant 

 That the following stand as the preamble. 

“Whereas a general opinion prevails that the maintenance of the institution of grand juries in 

this Colony is not necessary to the due administration of justice” 

    Ayes…………………………………….7 

    Noes…………………………………….1 
  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Commandant  The Honble Colonial Secretary 
 The Honble Surveyor General 
 The Honble Advocate General 
 The Honble Collector of Revenue 
 Mr Mackie Esq 
 Mr Clifton Esq 
 Mr Hardey Esq 
Carried by majority of 6. 
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 Proposed by the COMMANDANT 

 Seconded by the Advocate General 

 That the Ordinance shall take effect from the 1st of June next. 

    Ayes…………………………………….5 

    Noes…………………………………….4 
  Ayes    Noes 

 His Excellency The Governor  The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble Commandant  The Honble Collector of Revenue 

 The Honble Surveyor General  Mr Clifton Esq 

 The Honble Advocate General  Mr Hardey Esq 

 Mr Mackie Esq 
 The Bill was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 13th Inst. 

3. The second reading of a Bill for the more speedy trial and punishment of offences in cases of larceny 

under £5. 

 Proposed by Mr CLIFTON 

 Seconded by Mr Hardey 

 That £10 be substituted for £5 

    Noes…………………………………….5 

    Ayes…………………………………….3 
  Noes    Ayes 

 The Honble Commandant  Mr Clifton Esq 

 The Honble Collector of Revenue  Mr Hardey Esq 

 The Honble Colonial Secretary  The Honble Surveyor General 

 The Honble Advocate General  

 Mr Mackie Esq 
Negatived by a majority of 2. 

 The Council in Committee on Bill made several amendments. 

 The Bill was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 13th Inst. 

4. The second reading of a Bill to amend the Law relative to the Registration of Deeds, Wills, Judgments 

and conveyances effecting real property. 

 Clause 1 was amended. 

 Adjourned in Committee to the 14 Inst. 

The Council adjourn till 12 o’clock tomorrow. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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13 APRIL 1855 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Notice of Motion 

 Mr SAMSON moved that H.E. order to be laid on the Table a Despatch from the Secretary of State 

relative to Immigrants per “Victory”. 

 Despatch No. 32 of 10th October 1854 was read, also a letter from the late Immigration Agent Lieut 

Colonel Bruce dated 3 Jan 1853 remarking on the statements made by Mr Dodd Surgeon of the 

“Victory” in his letter of the 16th Augt 1854, addressed to H.M. Colonial Land and Emigration 

Commissioners. 

2. Order of the Day 

 The third reading of the following Ordinances. 

 “An Ordinance to amend the 16th Vict No 4 commonly called the Branding Ordinance. 

 “An Ordinance to abolish grand juries and to substitute other provisions in lieu thereof” 

 An Ordinance for the more speedy treat [sic] and punishment of offences in cases of larceny 

under £5. 

 The Bills were read a third time and passed. 

3. The second reading of a Bill to provide for an excess of Expenditure in the Year 1854 over and above 

the Estimates for the same. 

 The Council went into Committee upon the Estimate which was agreed upon, and the Bill was read a 

second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 16th Inst. 

The Council adjourn till 12 o’clock on Monday next. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 
     CC 

______________________
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16 APRIL 1855 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members except Mr Samson 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Order of the Day 

 The third reading of an Ordinance to provide for an excess of Expenditure in the Year 1854 over and 

above the Estimates for the same. 

 The Ordinance was read a third time and passed. 

2. Adjourned in Committee the further consideration of a Bill to amend the Law relative to the 

Registration of Deeds, Wills, Judgments and Conveyances affecting Real property. 

 Proposed by Mr MACKIE 

 Seconded by the Advocate General 

 That the following stand as Clause 2. 

“That any person claiming by affidavit any Estate or interest under or in any lands, tenements 

or hereditaments affected by any judgment, Will, Deed or other Instrument relating to real 

property may sign and register the Memorial of such judgment, Will, Deed or other Instrument 

annexing such affidavit thereto.  Carried 

3. The second reading of a Bill for further regulation of practitioners in the Civil Court. 

 The Bill was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 17th Inst. 

4. The second reading of a Bill to remove doubts as to the service or execution of common law process on 

the Sea within the Harbor of Western Australia. 

 The Bill was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 17th Inst. 

5. The second reading of a Bill for the regulation of Public Houses and for the better observance of the 

Lord’s Day. 
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 HIS EXCELLENCY laid on the table Petitions from the Inhabitants of Perth, York and Guildford, 

praying that Public Houses be closed on the Lord’s Day as the present practice of keeping 

them open except during Divine Service not only leads to the profanation of the Sabbath, but 

operates also as an encouragement to the sin of intemperance among the working classes, and 

that under the peculiar constitution of the Society of this Colony such a prohibition could tend 

to diminish drunkenness and conduce to the safety and welfare of all classes of our 

Community. 

 Petition read and received. 

 THE GOVERNOR put the question that the Bill take effect from and after the 1st day of July now next 

following [sic]. 

    Ayes…………………………………….6 

    Noes…………………………………….2 
  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Commandant  The Honble Surveyor General 

 The Honble Colonial Secretary  The Honble Collector of Revenue 

 The Honble Advocate General 

 Mr Mackie Esq 

 Mr Clifton Esq 

 Mr Hardey Esq 
Carried by a Majority of 4. 

 Moved by Mr CLIFTON 

 Seconded by Mr Hardey 

 That Public Houses be closed during the whole of the Lord’s Day except to Travellers. 

    Ayes…………………………………….5 

    Noes…………………………………….3 
  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Commandant  The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble Advocate General  The Honble Surveyor General 

 Mr Mackie Esq   The Honble Collector of Revenue 

 Mr Clifton Esq 

 Mr Hardey Esq 
Carried by a majority of 2. 

 Proposed by Mr CLIFTON 

 Seconded by the Advocate General 

That if any licensed person shall sell, give or deliver to any Aboriginal Native of this Colony 

any quantity whatever of spiritous or fermented liquor whether for the use of such native or 

that of any other person he shall upon conviction therefore before any one or more justice or 

justices of the peace forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding £5. 

 The Bill was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 18th Inst. 

6. The second reading of a Bill for the abolition of unnecessary Oaths and to substitute declarations in the 

lieu thereof. 

 Bill read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 18th Inst. 
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7. The second reading of a Bill to consolidate and amend the laws for the regulation of shipping and of 

pilotage and other dues in the Harbor of Western Australia. 

 The further consideration of the Bill was adjourned in Committee. 

The Council adjourned till 12 o’clock tomorrow. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 
     CC 

______________________ 
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17 APRIL 1855 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Order of the Day 

 The third reading of the following Bills. 

 A Bill to amend the Laws relative to the registration of Deeds, Wills, Judgments and 

Conveyances affecting real property. 

 A Bill for the further regulation of practitioners in the Civil Court. 

 A Bill to remove doubts as to the service or execution of Common Law process on the Sea 

within the Harbor of Western Australia. 

 The Bill was read a third time and passed. 

2. The Bill to consolidate and amend the Laws for the regulation of Shipping and of Pilotage and other 

dues in the Harbor of Western Australia 

 as further adjourned in Committee. 

3. The second reading of a Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses in the Year 

1855 and also for the appropriation of the Revenue for the year 1856. 

The Council  went  into  Committee on the Supplementary Est imate for the year 1855.  

 On the motion of Mr SAMSON 

 Seconded by Mr Hardey 

 Under the Head of Services exclusive of Establishments 

 Gratuity to the widow of the late Colonial Treasurer  £100 

  Do   Colonial Chaplain £70 

 were withdrawn. 
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 Under the head of Hospitals 

 £50 was added as House Rent to Colonial Surgeon. 

 The Council adjourned in Committee on the Estimates. 

The Council adjourn till 12 tomorrow. 
     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 
______________________ 
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18 APRIL 1855 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Order of the Day 

 The third reading of the following Bills. 

 A Bill for the better observance of the Lord’s Day and the more effectual prevention of 

Drunkenness. 

 A Bill for the abolition of unnecessary Oaths and to substitute declarations in lieu thereof. 

 The Bills were read a third time and passed. 

2. The Council went into Committee on the Estimates for the Year 1856. 

 Which were discussed and amended. 

 Further consideration was adjourned in Committee. 

Council adjourn till 12 o’clock tomorrow. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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19 APRIL 1855 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Order of the Day 

 The second reading of the following Bills. 

 A Bill for the further amendment of the Laws with respect to evidence. 

 A Bill for the amendment of the Laws with respect to Wills. 

 The Bills were read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 20th Inst. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY laid on the table 

 Petition from the Messenger of the Public offices praying for an increase of salary on that which he at 

present receives namely £36. 

 Which was read and received, and was agreed to grant increase from £36 to £52 a year. 

3. The consideration of the Estimate for the Year 1856 was further adjourned in Committee. 

4. A Bill to extend the power of arrest or mesne process in Civil actions, for extending the remedies of 

Creditors against Debtors, and for amending the Laws relative to Insolvent Debtors 

 Was considered in Committee. 

 The Crown Solicitor and Mr Leake Attorney were examined at the Bar of the Chamber with reference 

to the several provisions contained in the Bill. 

 THE GOVERNOR put the question whether it was the opinion of the Council that the Bill should be 

based on imprisonment for debt in final process. 

    Ayes…………………………………….6 

    Noes…………………………………….3 
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  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Commandant  Mr Mackie Esq 

 The Honble Colonial Secretary  Mr Clifton Esq 

 The Honble Advocate General  Mr Hardey Esq 

 The Honble Surveyor General 

 The Honble Collector of Revenue 

 Mr Samson Esq 
Carried by a majority of 3. 

 It was then moved and carried. 

 That the Advocate General and Mr Mackie be requested to consult with the Crown Solicitor for the 

purpose of making certain alterations and amendments in the Bill. 

 The further consideration of the Bill was adjourned in Committee. 

5. Private Bills. 

 On the motion of the second reading of the Mechanics Institute Bill to raise £600 

 THE SURVEYOR GENERAL moved 

 Seconded by the Collector of Revenue 

 That the Bill be read this day 6 months. 

    Ayes…………………………………….7 

    Noes…………………………………….2 
  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Commandant  The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble Surveyor General  The Honble Advocate General 

 The Honble Collector of Revenue 

 Mr Mackie Esq 

 Mr Clifton Esq 

 Mr Samson Esq 

 Mr Hardey Esq 
Carried by a majority of 5. 

 On the motion for the second reading of the Total Abstinence Bill to raise £300 

 Proposed by COMMANDANT 

 Seconded by Surveyor General 

 That the Bill be read this day 6 months.     Carried 

The Council adjourn till 12 o’clock tomorrow. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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20 APRIL 1855 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Order of the Day 

 The third reading of the following Bills. 

 A Bill for the amendment of the Laws with respect to evidence. 

 A Bill for the further amendment of the Laws with respect to Wills. 

 The Bills were read a third time and passed. 

2. Private Bill 

The second reading of a Bill to enable the denomination of Christians called Congregationalists or 

Independents in the Colony of Western Australia to hold land, to raise a sum or sums of money 

on the security of such lands and for the purposes therein mentioned. 

 The Council went into Committee on the Bill. 

 Further consideration adjourned in Committee. 

3. A Bill to consolidate and amend the Laws for the further regulation of Shipping and Pilotage and other 

Dues in the Harbors of Western Australia 

 Was further considered in Committee, read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 23 

Inst. 

4. The Supplementary Estimate for the Year 1855 was further considered in Committee. 

The Council adjourn till the 23rd Instant. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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23 APRIL 1855 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Order of the Day 

 The third reading of a Bill to consolidate and and [sic] amend the Laws for the regulation of Shipping, 

and of Pilotage and other dues in the Harbors of Western Australia. 

 On the motion of Mr MACKIE 

 Seconded by the Collector of Revenue 

 The Bill was recommitted for further consideration of the Schedules. 

2. Private Bill to enable the Congregational Church to hold trust etc and to raise sums of money etc was 

read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 24th Inst. 

3. The Estimate for the Year 1856 was further considered in Committee. 

 The Estimate was read and further consideration adjourned in Committee. 

The Council adjourn till 12 o’clock tomorrow. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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24 APRIL 1855 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Order of the Day 

 Private Bill to enable the denomination of Christians called Congregationalists or Independents in the 

Colony of Western Australia to hold lands to raise a sum or sums of money on the security of 

such lands, and for other purposes therein mentioned. 

 The Bill was read a third time and passed. 

2. The Estimate for the year 1856 was further considered in Committee and agreed upon as follows:— 

 £ s d 

Expenditure Establishments  31,615.15.4 

Exclusive of Establishments  19,337.  8.1 

      Total £50,953.  3.5 

Ways and Means Estimated Revenue £57,443.15.2 

Showing a surplus over the estimated Expenditure of £     490.11.9 

 The Supplementary Estimate for the year 1855 was further considered in Committee and agreed upon, 

amounting to £7984.3.1, which is met by the following Financial Statement:— 

Ways and Means  

Original Estimate 1855   46,775.12.6 

Increased Revenue consequent on alterations in Harbor 

Dues 

       400.  0.0 

Additional proportion of Police expenses to be borne on 

Imperial Funds 

   1,359.  0.0 

Balance in Treasurer’s hands on 1 January 1855       773.  5.1 
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Sale of produce from Govt farms at York and Rottnest       300.  0.0 

      Total £49,607.17.7 

Expenditure  

Original Estimate   45,734.14.9 

Less by sums and annual estimates not required     4,802.13.4 

   Corrected Amount   40,932.  1.5 

   Supplementary Estimate     7,984.  3.1 

      Total £48,916.  4.6 

 Which being deducted from the Ways and Means leaves a probable balance on 31 December 1855 of 

£691.13.1. 

3. A Bill to extend the power of arrest or mesne process in Civil Actions adjourned in Committee on 

second reading was further considered. 

 Proposed by Mr SAMSON 

 Seconded by Mr Clifton 

 That the bill be withdrawn this Session with the view of having certain alterations inserted.  The Bill re-

printed and circulated in its amended form prior to its being introduced at the next session of 

the Legislative Council. 

 The Bill was accordingly withdrawn. 

The Council adjourn till 3 o’clock on the 26th Inst. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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26 APRIL 1855 

The Council met at 3 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

and All the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Order of the Day 

 The third reading of the following Bills. 

 A Bill to consolidate and amend the Laws for the regulation of Shipping and of Pilotage and 

other Dues in the Harbor of Western Australia. 

 A Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses in the Year 1855 and also for 

the Appropriation of the Revenue for the Year 1856. 

 The Bills were read a third time and passed. 

2. The Standing Orders were suspended and a Bill to repeal the Ordinance No 19 of 1851, and to revise 

and amend certain parts of the Ordinance No 2 of 1853 was read three times successively and 

passed. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY addressed the Council as follows 

 Having now brought your labors to a close on the last occasion of my presiding over this 

Council I would be wanting on my part if I did not express how much I feel the many 

obligations you have conferred on me and the Community arising from the assiduity and talent 

you have displayed on every occasion; I can never forget the crucial support you have at all 

times given me, and altho’ in a Council composed of gentlemen of independent feelings 

differences of opinions will naturally arise I trust I meet you today as if they had never 

occurred, more especially as I feel convinced they have arisen from your anxiety and zeal to 

promote the welfare of the Colony, and I am enabled to look back with much satisfaction on 

your labors tending as they have done to [illegible] virtue, repress vice and assist the 

supremacy of the Law.  Personally to myself I cannot forget the cordial co-operation, and 
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respectful consideration I have at all times experienced at your hands.  I wish it had been in my 

power before the close of my administration to have placed before you a more satisfactory 

view of the fiscal position of the Colony; it cannot be concealed that the Revenue of the past 

year has fallen short of your Estimate by £2,000, and that at the close of the year 

notwithstanding a most economical expenditure of funds, we are in debt £1,800.  I am bound 

to say the Western Australian Bank had responded to the call of the Government for assistance 

in the most liberal manner, repudiating the idea of stipulating for whilst I need hardly remind 

you that such fluctuations often happened to old and wealthy Countries; even wealthy England 

had at times such periods of embarrassment, and therefore it was not to be wondered at if we 

suffered alike.  I do not however view our position with alarm.  I believe the Colony was never 

more prosperous or industry met with a better reward.  With respect to Exports there was one 

article alone which promised this year to exceed in value all the Exports put together of any 

previous year.  I think it right to remind the Council in explanation of my opinion that there is 

no cause for alarm, that my predecessor Colonel Irwin in July 1848 caused to be laid before 

you a statement of the debts and liability of the Colony amounting to £5439, and this with a 

then Revenue of £9000 and a population of 4600; all this has been paid with the exception of 

£1000 to the Imperial Government without staying the hands of the Local Government in the 

prosecution of Public works tending to promote the progress and [illegible] of the Colony, if 

then in the years that amount of debt could be paid off, I am not unreasonable in considering 

there is no occasion for alarm at the present debt. 

 I have not laid this view of affairs before you in any vainglorious or boastful feeling, as if my 

measures have been successful I owe much of it to the advice of the Council, and the support 

of the Public abroad. 

 It only remains for me in taking leave to assure you that in whatever clime my future path may 

be nothing can ever make me forget the kindness I have met with from all Quarters, and this 

Council in particular.  In Western Australia my children were born, and when I tell you Mrs 

FitzGerald prefers Western Australia to any other Country, you will feel that in leaving I still 

maintain a connexion nearly as close as you now, and the Colony will ever have my best 

wishes for its prosperity. 

 The Council rose and Mr CLIFTON read the following address:— 

 May it please Your Excellency 

 We the undersigned, Members of the Executive and Legislative Council of Western Australia 

beg leave to present Your Excellency on the eve of your retirement from the Government of 

this Colony with a parting tribute of respect for Your Excellency’s official and private 

character. 

 If Your Excellency has failed to secure the universal concurrence of the Local public on the 

whole policy of your administration of the affairs of the Colony you have merely shared what 

we believe to be the inevitable lot of all, however high their character, their talents, or their 

judgment who are called upon to govern a community which claims as a birthright the 

privilege of free discussion and comment on every act of their rulers, and that unanimity of 
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feeling on measures proposed by Your Excellency should not at all times have prevailed in a 

deliberative body constituted as these Councils are was not in the nature of things to be 

expected. 

 But whatever may have been the varieties of judgments among ourselves and other individuals 

and classes as to the soundness or expediency of the policy of Your Excellency’s Government 

in particular instances we believe we are expressing the universal feeling as well as conviction 

that every measure of Your Excellency’s administration without exception has been dictated 

by a sincere desire and honest intention to promote the general good. 

 We have at all times recognized in Your Excellency a ready accessibility, without regard to 

rank or pretension to all who have a wrong to be addressed, a useful suggestion to submit, or a 

distress to be relieved, disregarded of all selfish considerations for the purpose of exercising a 

personal and vigilant superintendence over public works and institutions; a promptitude of 

resolve in execution controlled by openness to correction, a quick apprehension of the social 

and political peculiarities incident to a remote, obscure, struggling and Penal Settlement.  

Unwearied diligence and probity in office, combined with integrity and amicability in private 

life.  Nor can we refrain from availing ourselves of this opportunity to confess our admiration 

of the manner in which Mrs FitzGerald has assisted Your Excellency’s benevolent views by 

her unwearied devotion to the cause of Education, and the promotion of all charitable objects 

especially the protection of female Servants and Immigrants, in all which objects her zeal has 

been coupled with a most generous liberality. 

 In conclusion we beg to assure Your Excellency that wherever the exigencies of professional 

or official duties, or the Ordination of Providence may hereafter call you, Your Excellency will 

be followed by our cordial good wishes for the welfare and happiness of yourself and family. 

The Council was adjourned sine die. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     CC 

______________________ 
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3 SEPTEMBER 1855 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to summons. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

J.W. Hardey Esq 

Prayers were read by the Colonial Chaplain 

Members sworn in: 

The Members, having had the customary oath of office administered to them, take their seats. 

Address Governor Kennedy: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR read the following address. 

 Gentlemen of the Legislative Council 

1. It is with much reluctance that I felt myself compelled to summon you together at this unusual 

period of the year, but a conviction that I should fail in my duty if I did not avail myself of 

your counsel to confirm or alter the conclusions arrived at by your Executive Council and 

myself in reference to the financial condition of the Colony has decided me in doing so. 

2. I propose to submit one measure of importance only for your consideration—the amendments 

of the Estimates of the Revenue and Expenditure for the year 1856—and I shall endeavour 

briefly to show you the necessity for this unusual proceeding. 

3. Having assumed the Government of this Colony on the 21st of July, I was at the expiration of 

that month informed that funds were not only wanting for the payment of that month’s salaries 

and current expenditure but that there were considerable outstanding liabilities in excess of the 

actual or estimated receipts for the same period.  It was moreover clear, that if it were 
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practicable to carry on the existing rate of expenditure to the end of the year, it could not fail to 

produce most serious financial embarrassment. 

4. I was happy to satisfy myself that this excess in the public expenditure did not arise from any 

defalcation in the public income, which is steadily on the increase.  The total liabilities of the 

Colony, which I bring down to the 31st of August are about as follows:— 

 Debts and liabilities of the Local Government of Western Australia on the 31st of August 1855. 

To the Commissariat Department, 31st August 2958.18.  4  

Do Do  for supplies etc   137.  1.10  

Imperial Treasury 2168.  6.  4  

Amount required by Agent General 1700.  0.  0  

Western Australian Bank 3095.12.  1  10,059.18.7 

Immediate liabilities, Salaries etc for August 1855 2200.  0.  0  

Salaries, Exclusive of Establishments, for Do 1800.  0.  0    4,000.  0.0 

Other liabilities, Debentures and Interest for Whalling Jetty  124.  4.  0  

Do   Public Garden  100.  0.  0  

Do   The Kingsford Mill  800.  0.  0    1,024.  4.0  

     Total Debts  £15,084.2.7 

5. Finding this considerable debt at the early period of the year, notwithstanding the approved 

Estimates, showed a probable balance credit of £690 in the Treasurer’s hands on the 31st 

December 1855, I naturally turned my attention to the estimated Revenue and Expenditure for 

the year 1856.  In prosecuting this inquiry, I was compelled to the conclusion that those 

Estimates were based upon an improbable Revenue, and therefore provided for an impractical 

expenditure, and I have under these circumstances felt it is my duty to place an amended 

Estimate of Revenue and Expenditure for 1856 before you.  I invite your earnest attention to 

this subject in the belief that it behoves a Government as it does Individuals to secure their 

prosperity and independence by bringing their expenditure within their income. 

6. There were obviously but two modes of meeting the circumstances of the case—increased 

taxation or retrenchments.  After the best consideration I could bestow on the subject, I have 

deliberately adopted the latter alternative to ascertain whether the Revenue economically 

administered were not sufficient to meet all ordinary requirements of the Colony—and 

considering that it would be an unmitigated evil to impose crudely considered taxes upon a 

community just emerging from long and severe struggles with adversity sustained with 

uncomplaining and manly perseverance. 

7. I do not Gentlemen, with my now limited local experience and that of my principal Executive 

Officers, pretend to affirm that the retrenchments I propose for your consideration in these 

Estimates are the most judicious that could have been adopted, but I have no hesitation in 

stating that they are the most suitable and proper which my short term of Government enables 

me to lay before you. 

8. I am fully aware that there are heads of Revenue and Expenditure introduced by me, which 

require consideration at least, but I at the same time feel that the Members of this Council 
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could not approve either my discretion or justice, were I to attempt at this time to deal with 

subjects requiring accurate local knowledge to insure their being dealt with efficiently—such 

subjects may be brought before you at a fitting period, when I may be able to submit measures 

to your notice calculated to increase the Public Revenue without increasing the public burdens. 

9. No greater evil could, in my opinion, befal [sic] this Colony than a suspicion of its solvency 

and prosperity.  My short residence among you, fortunately leaves me without a doubt upon 

either of these points.  I believe that every interest in the Colony, from the industrious labourer 

to the capitalist, is in a sound and progressive condition, and that if our temporary difficulties 

are met with firmness and self-denial, they will be rapidly overcome without any aid beyond 

that which the public spirit and resources of the Colony supply. 

10. In recommending these measures to your notice I cannot but remember that however popular 

political reformers may be, those who undertake public retrenchments usually experience 

different requital; I shall nevertheless look with confidence to the public, who are seldom 

wrong, to approve of my attempts to bring the Expenditure within the Revenue, although it 

may inflict some individual hardship. 

11. I purposely abstain from offering opinions or speculations on the past or future of this Colony; 

my short residence, not only in a new country, but surrounded by novel circumstances, would 

entitle them to little weight; I am, however, I trust, fully in a position to state any conviction 

that the increase of trade and agriculture which is so unmistakeably apparent, is not, as in some 

cases, the transient effect of accident, nor the short-lived prosperity of a day, but the result of 

permanent causes. 

12. I believe the season of severe trial has passed, and that the inhabitants of Western Australia are 

at length relieved from the dejection, doubt and uncertainty, which was calculated to damp the 

energies of better men. 

13. As far as there can be any reliance on human speculations, I think we have the best ground 

from the experiences of the past to look with confidence to the future, and I earnestly trust that 

all those on whom public duties devolve, may by their vigilant attention and good example 

foster and keep alive the industry, enterprise and public virtue indispensable to all success. 

14. Before resuming my seat on this my first occasion of addressing you, it may be proper that I 

should say a few words on my general views and opinions in connexion with the Government 

of this Colony.  The broad basis on which I shall endeavour to conduct it is, for the advantage 

of the many, and not for the gain of a few; and I should greatly betray the high and honorable 

trust reposed in me by our most gracious Sovereign, if I knowingly departed from that English 

and righteous principle. 

15. I further desire, gentlemen, that you and all men of education and character, should hold that 

freedom of opinion and speech which I claim for myself.  The history and records of your 

Colony are not unknown to me, and I find in them (that which is a remarkable feature in our 

circumstances) an absence of violence in act and speech, which I trust may long distinguish it, 

and which are seldom adopted till reason and right are put aside. 

772 



[1855] 

16. I may remove misapprehension my stating that in the high and honorable position, in which it 

has pleased Her Majesty to place me, I am untrammelled by any “Instructions” save those 

which have been placed on the table of the Executive Council, and are equally accessible to 

you, their chief and wholesome object being to secure your freedom of opinion and action and 

to prevent on my part an abuse of the powers entrusted to me. 

17. If my administration results in any good to this Colony, I shall at best be an unprofitable 

servant of a Queen alike honoured and deserving of it—If I fail, my faults are my own. 

18. I have in conclusion, gentlemen, only to lay before you a Bill to amend An Ordinance for the 

appropriation of the Revenue for 1855, and to assure you of my readiness to afford you in 

Committee any explanation or detail which the Honourable the Colonial Secretary’s statement 

may lead you to require of me, or render necessary for me to supply. 

 Mr CLIFTON, moved 

 Mr Samson seconds 

 That His Excellency be pleased to allow his address to be printed. 

         Motion agreed to. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Royal Instruction: 

Petition of Publicans: 

 THE GOVERNOR lay on the table the “Royal Instructions” and a Petition from the licensed publicans 

praying that the operation of Ordinance No 11 of 1855 may be suspended until the 1st January 

1856. 

2. Appropriation Bill 1856: 

 A Bill to amend an Ordinance passed in the present year No 17 and to provide for the appropriation of 

the Revenue for the service of the year 1856. 

 Read first and second: 

 Standing orders suspended: 

 is read a first time and on the motion of HIS EXCELLENCY, “That the standing rules be suspended”, 

the Bill is read a second time. 

 On the motion of the COLONIAL SECRETARY 

 Seconded by Mr Samson 

3. Committee on Estimates: 

 The Council go into Committee on the Estimate of Revenue and Expenditure for the Year 1856. 

 The several items under each Head are read and passed making the estimated Revenue for the year 1856 

£36,045, which being added to £8,000, Parliamentary Vote on Convict Account, gives a total 

of £44,045 to meet the Expenditure for the year estimated at the same amount. 

 The Bill is ordered to be read a third time on Monday the 10th Instant. 

4. Despatch from Secretary of State: 

 The Governor lays on the table a Despatch No 86 of 26th of July 1853 from the Secretary of State which 

is read directing certain amendments to be made in the provisions of Ordinance No 9 of 15th 

Victoria. 
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5. Bill to amend 15 Vict No 9: 

 Also a Bill to amend An Ordinance passed in the 15th Year of Her present Majesty Queen Victoria No. 

9. 

 Read first and second: 

 Standing Orders Suspended: 

 The Bill is read a first time, and on the standing rules being suspended is read a second time and 

ordered to be read a third time on Monday the 10th Instant. 

The Council adjourned till Monday the 10th Instant at 12 o’clock. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

            CC 

____________________ 
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10 SEPTEMBER 1855 

The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

Prayers are read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1 Order of the day 

 Bills read third: 

 The third reading of the following Bills 

 Appropriation Bill: A Bill to amend an Ordinance passed in the present year No 17 and to 

provide for the appropriation of the Revenue for the service of the year 1856.  

 Towns Improvement Bill: A Bill to amend the Towns Improvement amending Ordinance 15th 

Victoria No. 9.  

 The Bills are read a third time and passed.  

2. Financial Statement:  

 HIS EXCELLENCY laid on the table a letter dated 8th September from the auditor General which is 

read, forwarding an Estimate of the probable amount required to cover the Expenditure 

absolutely essential and unavoidable for the services of the several departments therein 

referred to, for the remaining portion of the year 1855, amounting to the sum of £3200 and 

stating that several of the services referred to have been already overdrawn, and the whole 

amount of the Estimate now forwarded will be an excess for which no Legislative provision 

has been made, and that in the present financial condition of the Colony the ordinary Revenue 
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is not only insufficient for the purposes required, but was originally over estimated, as applied 

to the existing Estimates of Expenditure. 

Estimate of the sums required to cover overdrafts and for unavoidable Expenditure in addition to 

existing Estimates for the following heads of service for the year ending 31st December 1855, 

viz. 

 £ 

Works on Buildings  1100 

Roads and Bridges  1350 

Administration of Justice    200 

Colonial Hospital    100 

Gaols    200 

Transport    150 

Miscellaneous Services    100 

    Total £3200 

 HIS EXCELLENCY states that by this letter the Council will see the Estimates for the year have been 

already overdrawn, and as the necessities of the Public Service require that such overdraft 

should not cease, more particularly as regards the erection of the Perth Gaol, which by 

Resolution of the Executive Council has been decided should be proceeded with as speedily as 

possible, it becomes necessary for him to obtain from the Legislative Council some authority 

for increasing these overdrafts. 

 It appears such cannot be done by a Supplementary Estimate, as, according to Regulations applicable to 

the introduction of Supplementary Estimates it is laid down as an indispensable rule that a 

statement of the probable increased resources should be a concomitant with an Estimate for 

further Expenditure, and as the present ordinary Revenue is not sufficient for the purpose 

required, the most convenient form of gaining the sanction of the Council for these overdrafts 

and relieving himself from responsibility is by submitting for their approval the following 

Resolution. 

 Motion thereon: 

“Resolved in reference to the communication from the Auditor General, just read, that as it is 

apprehended the Revenue for the current year will not amount to the sum estimated and that 

the Expenditure on several items is already beyond the amount sanctioned in the 

Supplementary Estimate for 1855, as also that inconvenience would result to the Public 

Service if all Expenditure on the items already overdrawn was stopped, That this Council 

authorize His Excellency with advice of His Executive Council to incur a surplus expenditure 

for the current year of a sum not exceeding £4000 to be distributed over the following heads of 

service 

 Works and Buildings 

 Roads and Bridges 

 Administration of Justice 

 Colonial Hospital 
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 Gaols 

 Transport 

 Miscellaneous Services 

 and that the same be a charge on the accruing Revenue of the said Colony.” 

 It is further resolved that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded for the information of the absent 

Members of the Legislative Council, together with a copy of the letter of the Auditor General. 

 The Resolution is unanimously agreed to. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY gives notice that he will at next meeting of the Legislative Council lay on the 

Table “A Bill to enable the sale of two pieces of land in the Avon District” 

Adjourned sine die 

     Henry Wakeford 

     Clerk of the Council 

____________________ 
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